We have obtained various phenolic acids from aqueous extracts of the epigeal parts of a number of plants of the northern Caucasus by column chromatography on various adsorbents with subsequent recrystallization of the substances isolated from the eluates. This acid gave a pentaacetyl derivative with mp 184-186 ° C, it gave protocatechuic acid on fusion with alkali, and quinic and caffeie acids on acid hydrolysis (27o HCI, 30 min), while it did not form a laetone [4, 5] , which shows that the caffeic acid is linked to the quinic acid in position 3. Therefore, this phenolic acid is ehlorogenie acid.
The other phenolic acids were identified by paper chromatography.
In the epigeai part of representatives of the family Dipsaceae, Scabiosa oehroleuca L., S. bipinnata C. Koch, S. caucasica Bieb., Knautia montana (Bieb) DC, and Cephalaria uralensis, we found caffeic and chlorogenic acids; in the family Compositae in Centaurea ciscaucasica Sosn. and C. jacea L., chlorogenic acid; in Cicerbita bourdaei Bass. Beauverd., caffeic, chlorogenic, isoehlorogenie, and 1-caffeylquinic acids; in Lapsancommunis L., chlorogenic acid; in the family Serophulariaceae in Veronica spicata L., V. multifada L., and Melampyrum arvense L., caffeic acid; and in Rinanthus minor L. and Veronica spicita L., chlorogenic acid.
